
AP English Literature and Composition  
2018-2019 Summer Reading Assignment 

Instructor: Katie Hyser 
Email: katie.hyser@ocps.net 

GOOGLE CLASSROOM CODE: utgvvc 
 
Welcome to Advanced Placement English Literature and Composition and the opportunity to 
explore great literature! As students in an AP course, much will be expected from you 
including, but not limited to, integrity, dedication, and diligence. With that in mind, we will 
begin the journey into English Literature and Composition with: 

 
Required Summer Readings: 

● Book: How to Read Literature Like a Professor by Dr. Thomas C. Foster (ISBN 
978-0-06-000942-7) 

● Short Stories  - All stories are available as PDFs in Google Classroom (see 
code above) 
● “The Story of an Hour” by Kate Chopin  
● “Young Goodman Brown” by Nathaniel Hawthorne  
● “The Yellow Wallpaper” by Charlotte Perkins Gilman 
● “Araby” by James Joyce 
● “A Good Man is Hard to Find” by Flannery O’Connor  
● “The Second Bakery Attack” by Haruki Murakami  
● “A Very Old Man with Enormous Wings” by Gabriel Garcia Marquez  
● “The Flowers” by Alice Walker  

 
**NOTE: Please read How to Read Literature Like a Professor (HTRLLAP) first! 
I strongly recommend purchasing your own copy of this book, if possible. It is a wonderful 
resource for literary analysis and one that you will refer back to throughout this class and 
while in college courses. I have a class set in my room that can be checked out for the summer 
if you do not wish to purchase your own copy. I recommend a hard copy so that you can 
annotate as you read, but you can also find a pdf online through a Google Search. 

 
Part I: Read How to Read Literature Like a Professor (HTRLLAP): 

Please read the entire book. The chapters build upon each other and are designed to help 
you understand the concepts presented. Don’t get discouraged and give up! One of the 
differences between a good reader and a poor reader is that the good reader will get 
through the text and then go back and try to understand the difficult passages. As you 
read each chapter, make notes in the margins (or using post-it notes if not your book) 
about important ideas, concepts, and connections. If you use a PDF, you can annotate 
using the digital tool of your choice. Your annotations will be checked during the first 
week of school. 

 

Part II: The Short Stories 
***NOTE: Many of these stories will be the focus of discussions, activities, and 
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assignments during the first few weeks of school. Make sure to read all of them 
fully and be prepared to share your knowledge during class. 

 
1. You may read the stories in any order once you have read HTRLLAP. It is 

always suggested that you research the author and time period as well, in 
order to fully understand the concepts/ideas behind the story. 

2. For each short story, write a well-developed response that analyzes 
specific elements from the short stories, based on the assigned HTRLLAP 
chapters below. Each response must address the assigned chapters from 
HTRLLAP AND include examples from the text that support the 
connections. 
● Each response should be 200-300 words. You will have eight 

responses in total (one for each short story). 
● Please write them in a Microsoft Word or Google document to be 

submitted via TurnItIn during the first week of school. You should 
write all your responses on a single document. Just insert a page 
break between each story. Include the title and author of the story and 
the tiles of the corresponding chapters in HTRLLAP as a heading 
before you begin writing each response. 

● There is to be no collaboration on your written responses. All work 
should be done independently. Please do not use internet resources to 
guide your analysis. I want to know what you think about what you 
read, not what SparkNotes thinks! Work that is based on analysis by 
outside resources or that is not your own will be considered 
cheating/plagiarism.Assignments will be submitted through TurnItIn 
to check for originality. 

 

Note: Please use the chapter titles for HTRLLAP as your reference, as some newer copies of 
the text have changed the numbers of the chapters. 

Short Story Corresponding chapters in HTRLLAP for 
written response 

1. “The Story of an Hour” by Kate Chopin Analyze with Ch. 23 (It’s never just heart 
disease) & Ch. 26 (Is he serious? And other 
ironies) 
 

2. “Young Goodman Brown” by Nathaniel     
Hawthorne 

 

Analyze using: Ch. 7 (…Or the Bible) & Ch. 
8 (Hanseldee and Greteldum) 

3. “The Yellow Wallpaper” by Charlotte     
Perkins Gilman 

Analyze using: Ch. 16 (It’s all about sex…) 
& Ch. 24 (…And rarely just illness) 



4. “Araby” by James Joyce Analyze using: Ch. 1 (Every trip is a quest) 
& Ch. 12 (Is that a symbol?) 

5. “A Good Man is Hard to Find” by        
Flannery O’Connor 

Analyze using: Ch. 3 (Nice to eat you: Acts 
of Vampirism) & Ch. 19 (Geography 
Matters) 

6. “The Second Bakery Attack” by Haruki      
Murakami 

Analyze using: Ch. 2 (Acts of Communion) 
& Ch. 11 (…Concerning Violence) 

7. “A Very Old Man with Enormous Wings”       
by Gabriel Garcia Marquez 

Analyze using: Ch. 14 (Yes, she’s a Christ 
figure, too) & Ch. 15 (Flights of Fancy) 

8. “The Flowers” by Alice Walker Analyze using any TWO chapters of your 
choice from HTRLLAP. 

 
Pace yourself throughout the summer. This will be too much work to accomplish in a single 
week or weekend! 
 
 I hope you will find this course exciting and challenging. Your work this summer will serve 
as a good foundation to begin our conversations in August. You will grow as a reader and 
writer as a result of your hard work in the year to come. I look forward to working with you on 
this adventure through the world of literature! If you have any questions about the course or 
the summer assignments, please feel free to email me at katie.hyser@ocps.net. Have a great 
summer! 
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